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Time & Place: T/Th 1-2:20 in Marcil 221
Professor: Eric G.E. Zuelow Office: 204 Marcil
Phone: 602-2310 Email: ezuelow@une.edu * Office Hours:
Tues./Thurs. 11-11:30 & Mon 3:30-4:30 (or by appointment)
Humans first domesticated plants and animals about 10,000 years ago. From
that point on, they engaged in the creation of evermore complex and
interconnected societies. Along the way humans sought answers to intractable
questions, undertook impressive technological and scientific innovations, and
endeavored to develop more efficient and effective ways to get along with each
other. In short, they attempted to make connections. This course traces some
of those efforts, using both primary and secondary readings to delve into the
past. At the same time, it offers an introductory glimpse into the way that
historians make connections in order to better understand the past. (3 credits)

REQUIRED TEXTS
1) The Epic of Gilgamesh (New York and London: Penguin, 2003), ISBN-10: 0-1404-49191
2) The Vinland Sagas: The Norse Discovery of America (London and New York: Penguin,
1965), ISBN: 0-1404-4154-9
3) Bhagavad Gita (London: Penguin Books, 2003), ISBN-10: 0-1404-4918-3
4) William McNeill, Plagues and Peoples (New York: Random House, 1977), ISBN 978-0385-12122-4
5) Nicolas Wade, The Faith Instinct: How Religion Evolved and Why it Endures (New York
and London: Penguin, 2010), ISBN: 978-0-14-311819-0
Additional readings are available for download, either directly from websites listed in the
course schedule or on the class Blackboard 9.1 site.

REQUIRED REFERENCE TEXT (FOR HISTORY MAJORS ONLY)
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, Sixth Edition (New York
and London: Bedford/St. Martin's), ISBN-13: 978-0-312-53503-2

COURSE GOALS
This course has four primary goals. Over the course of the semester, you will:
1. Improve critical thinking skills (including the ability to “think historically”);
2. Improve writing and oral presentation skills;
3. Gain a better understanding of the discipline of history;
4. Gain an understanding of important developments and human interactions from the
dawn of time to roughly 1500.
With these goals in mind, you will be asked to take two mid-term exams, complete an
extensive research project, impart your research to the class during a roughly 10-minute
presentation at the end of the term, generate questions to ask your peers following their
presentations, write a short reflective paper, and carefully read a variety of books, articles,
and excerpts of larger primary sources. [Please notice the brief explanation of what each
assignment outlined in this syllabus is designed to accomplish relative to the above goals.]

Each week will begin with an extended lecture. If you have questions, do not hesitate to ask
as we go along (I will probably ask you a few questions as I go, so be ready!). The second
day of the week will consist of a discussion section that may involve focused group dialogue,
small group work, or assorted history-related games. You should be prepared to participate
actively in both—which means taking part in discussion and taking notes during lecture.
BRIEF NOTE ON WORKLOAD: This class will involve more reading than many of you
are used to. The reason is not far to see: historians read, they listen, and they write. As a
general rule, you should expect to do 2-3 hours of work outside of class for every hour that
you spend in class. (This rule applies to all college courses, not just this one—and it isn’t my
rule. You’ll find it widely repeated.) Schedule your time accordingly.
On this same note, while a recent study of higher education arrived at the disturbing finding
that most undergraduates in the United States make few intellectual or other gains during
their four years of college, students in writing/reading intensive programs (history, English,
political science, philosophy, etc.) showed quite the opposite. They learned vital skills,
thought more deeply, and showed improvement in both written and oral communication.
The study proved that the more reading and writing students do, the more they will improve
during their college years. This class certainly embodies the format proven by this study to
generate the most positive learning outcomes possible. If you engage the material, you can
expect to learn a tremendous amount!

DISCUSSIONS
We will have group discussions or small group activities each week. Discussion is required
and you should come prepared to participate—this means that you must complete the
assigned reading before each class.
Discussions are fun but they are also of major importance to your success in the course.
These sessions are vital because they give you an opportunity to gain a deeper understanding
of the subject material, to try out your ideas by discussing them with the group in a nonstressful setting, and to develop your critical thinking skills. In short, you will not get
everything you can out of this class unless you are ready to take a few intellectual risks. DO
NOT BE SHY!

THE RESEARCH PROJECT
Over the course of the semester you will engage in a research project of your own design that
engages with some aspect of the human experience from earliest times to 1500. You will
ultimately write a 5-7 page research paper that is double-spaced, uses 12-point Times New
Roman font, and which has 1-inch margins. You will also turn in two shorter papers and (if
you want) an optional rough draft. The following paragraphs explain what is required of
you.
STEP #1: Begin by choosing a topic that interests you—the only limiting factors are the time
period (roughly 50,000 BCE to 1500 CE) and the availability of secondary source material.

For example, if you are particularly interested in biology or in medicine, you might choose to
examine a topic such as the outbreak and impact of a pandemic disease, medieval Muslim
medical advances, the development of Chinese medicine, etc., etc. If you are interested in
sport, you might write about Aztec, Mayan, or Olmec ball games, or about the original
version of the Olympics. Likewise, if you are especially interested in literature, you could
write about early medieval romantic poetry or the Homeric epics. Please note that your topic
must be narrow enough to be realistic given the short length of the final paper. Feel free to
speak with me if you would like some help deciding on a topic.
STEP #2: Write a short 1-paragraph research statement explaining what your research
question is and what you hope to learn. This paper is due in class on Tuesday, October
16th. This paper will be worth 5% of your overall grade.
STEP #3: Generate a reading list for your project that contains at least ten possible sources
(ultimately, you will probably not use all of the sources that you identify, but you need to
develop a fairly comprehensive list to work from). Your list may include scholarly articles
or books. Most websites are not acceptable, though you may wish to check with me if you
think that a given site merits inclusion. Your reading list is due in class on Tuesday,
October 23rd. This paper will be worth 5% of your overall grade.
STEP #4: If you would like feedback on your work, you may turn in a rough draft. If you
opt to hand in a draft, it must be turned in no later than Thursday, November 8th. My
goal (depending on the number of drafts received) will be to return them with comments
prior to the Thanksgiving holiday.
STEP #5: Final papers are DUE in class on December 6th. This paper will be worth 20%
of your overall grade.
USE THE FOLLOWING FORMATTING AND CITATION GUIDELINES. NO OTHER
CITATION FORMAT IS ACCEPTABLE.
1) USE FOOTNOTES to cite your sources. Utilize the following form:
a. Books: Eric G.E. Zuelow, Making Ireland Irish: Tourism and National Identity
since the Irish Civil War (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2009), 344 pp.
b. Articles: Eric G.E. Zuelow, “ ‘Kilts versus Breeches’: The Royal Visit, Tourism,
and Scottish National Memory,” Journeys: The International Journal of Travel
and Travel Writing 7.2 (2006): pp. 33-53.
c. Book Chapters: Eric G.E. Zuelow, “The Tourism Nexus: The Meanings of
Tourism and Identity since the Irish Civil War,” in Mark McCarthy (ed.),
Ireland’s Heritages: Critical Perspectives on Memory and Identity (Hampshire:
Ashgate, 2005), pp. 189-213.

d. Subsequent references may use the short format style: Zuelow, Making
Ireland Irish, p. 80; Zuelow, “Kilts versus Breeches,” pp. 35-36; or, Zuelow, “The
Tourism Nexus,” p. 189.
Failing to use correct citation formatting will result in a 10-point grade reduction. Failure
to cite sources will result in a failing grade for the paper.
2) Do not use websites unless explicitly approved by the professor. The only exceptions to
this rule are JSTOR, ProjectMUSE, ProQuest, and other full-text scholarly databases.
3) Footnotes should appear sequentially. Thus, your notes will start with 1 and go from
there. Historians do not use the citation style whereby a #1 refers to a particular source
throughout a paper and is therefore used again and again. Microsoft Word will
automatically number your footnotes if you use “Insert/Footnote.” If you do not try to
work around this feature you should be golden.
4) Use 1-inch margins and 12-point Times New Roman Font.
5) Include a title page that includes name, paper title, etc. This page will not be considered
part of the 5 to 7-page requirement.
ULTIMATE GOAL: As a result of this assignment, you will improve your research, writing,
and critical thinking skills while at the same time gaining a better understanding of the
nature of historical scholarship. Naturally, you will also develop an extensive understanding
of the topic that you explore in your paper. Research and writing represents the very heart of
what historians do.

ORAL PRESENTATION
Each student will present a 10-minute talk followed by a 5-minute question/answer period.
Presentations should give an overview of your findings and introduce your professor/fellow
students to your topic—including any relevant debates, important sources, etc. Audio-visual
presentations (or any other visual props) are entirely optional. Be aware that while 10minutes may seem impossibly long now, when it comes time to present your work the time
will fly by. If you read your talk at a normal pace, it will take roughly 2 minutes per page. If
you add any extemporaneous commentary, you need to add time accordingly. Your toughest
job should be figuring out what information to include and what to leave out.
Oral presentations will be graded based primarily on: 1) content, 2) presentation (pacing, not
visibly reading your talk, use of body language, etc.), and 3) ability to answer questions (we
will talk more about this later).
The oral presentation will be worth 10% of your overall grade.
ULTIMATE GOAL: As a result of this assignment, you will improve your research, critical
thinking, and oral presentation skills.

ORAL PRESENTATIONS QUESTIONS
Being a good historian is as much about asking the right questions as it is about research or
writing (both of which are critical, of course!). Consequently, you will be held accountable
for generating at least two questions for each of your peers during their presentations. You
should write down your questions, be willing and prepared to ask the presenter during the
Q&A time following each talk, and then hand in your questions at the end of each day of
presentations. Each thoughtful question will receive one point. I will add these together and
your grade will be calculated from the average (for example, if you were to miss a day of
class and so earn only 40 of 50 possible points overall, your grade would be 80%). Your
questions are worth 5% of the overall grade.
A “thoughtful” question is understood to be something that is not generic. In other words, do
not ask “Why did you choose this topic?” or “What was the most difficult thing about doing
this project?” Instead, focus on issues that are not fully addressed in the talk, on the
implications of a given point that was made during the presentation, or about how a given
topic relates to other historical issues/topics/debates. [Thus, if somebody gives a talk about
the Justinian plague outbreak, you might ask them how the sources that they studied compare
with issues that we addressed as a class when we explored the fourteenth century outbreak of
plague in Western Europe.]
ULTIMATE GOAL: As a result of this assignment, you will improve your critical thinking,
listening, oral communication, and writing skills.

EXAMS
There will be two exams during the semester. Each mid-term will include ten (10) multiplechoice questions and one (1) essay. There will not be a final exam. Eighty percent of each
exam grade will be based on the essay portion of the test.
As the first exam approaches, we will talk in detail about how to succeed on an essay
examination. In a nutshell, successful essay writing requires that you develop a clear and
defensible thesis, defend your thesis using accurate evidence drawn from lectures/readings,
and ultimately that you prove that your thesis is correct. Thus, your essays should contain
three parts:
1.

A short introductory paragraph that succinctly summarizes the issue with which
you will be dealing (the question), states your 1-2 sentence answer to that
question (thesis), and outlines how you will more thoroughly argue your position;

2.

Several paragraphs (usually 3-5 for an essay such as this) which carefully present
information (evidence) from the lectures and readings to “prove” that your thesis
is defensible. Be sure to explain why the evidence that you provide is relevant;

3.

A concise conclusion that summarizes your argument, reiterates some of the

evidence that you have discussed thoroughly in the body of the essay, and restates your thesis. The conclusion is your last opportunity to drive home your
main point and to convince the reader that your answer is viable.
As you write your exam essays, remember that your job is both to answer the question and to
effectively utilize evidence to prove your point. If you do both of these successfully, you will
do very well on the tests.
Each mid-term will be worth 20% of your overall grade.
ULTIMATE GOAL: As a result of these exams, you will improve your critical thinking and
writing skills. Exams are never simply about regurgitating information; they are about using
facts to make arguments. Having said this, exams also provide a vital opportunity to deepen
your understanding of the historical material that we talk about, read, and discuss in class.

FINAL REFLECTION PAPER
At the end of the semester you should complete a short (3-5 page) essay that reflects on what
you learned this term. While your paper should touch on specific course content, the primary
focus of your essay should be the nature of historical inquiry and the relevance of historical
study in contemporary society. [Use specific content examples from the course to support
your various points.]
This paper is worth 5% of your overall grade. The paper will be due at noon on the date
scheduled for our final exam. [NOTE THAT THERE IS NO FINAL EXAM. THIS ESSAY
WILL FILL THAT ROLE.]
ULTIMATE GOAL: As a result of this assignment, you will improve your critical thinking
and writing skills, while also thinking carefully about the nature of history as a discipline.

PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE
Your attendance and participation are vital for success in this course. You cannot learn, nor
can you contribute to the group’s progress, if you are absent. I will keep track of both who
attends regularly and who participates in discussion. Participation is worth 20% of your
overall grade.
ULTIMATE GOAL: As a result of this assignment, you will improve your critical thinking
and oral communication skills, while deepening your understanding of both history as a
discipline and of the historical material that we explore in lectures, discussions, and
readings.

EXTRA CREDIT
There will be several opportunities to earn extra credit during the course of the semester.
Your professor will let you know about these in class, so be sure to pay attention.

It is possible to alert you about three such opportunities at this time. Two points (per lecture)
are available to students who both attend the Core Connections lectures (at noon in the St.
Francis Room on September 12 and November 30) and write a short 1-2 page response paper
that both summarizes the talk and explains your reaction to it.
You may also earn two points for attending (and writing a short response paper about) a
performance of Macbeth that will take place at the Biddeford City Theatre on September 21st
and 22nd (time to be determined).

OTHER POLICIES
LATE ASSIGNMENTS
•
•

All papers must be handed in on the day that they are due. This must be
done IN CLASS. No late papers will be accepted.
Papers will not be accepted electronically unless otherwise specified.

Having said this, if an unforeseen and serious problem arises, please contact me and we
will work something out. Please be prepared to provide a doctor’s note, obituary, or other
paperwork as needed.
CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONICS
Cellular phones, MP3 players, and other electronic devices (excluding laptops) are
distracting to others and are therefore not acceptable in the classroom. TURN OFF
YOUR PHONES WHEN YOU ENTER THE CLASSROOM. If it becomes a problem, I
will confiscate offending devices until the end of the class period.
If you would like to take notes on a laptop, please feel free to do so. This said, any
student seen using their computer for tasks unrelated to this course will be asked to leave
and will not be permitted to use a computer during subsequent class meetings.
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS
Students who require special accommodations for any disability should provide the
professor with relevant documentation from the Disability Services Office (DSO) at the
start of the semester. Every effort will be made to provide these students with additional
time for exams, special testing facilities, or any other assistance prescribed by the DSO.
WEATHER/SNOW DAYS
To paraphrase a popular saying/bumper sticker: “Snow Happens.” Should we miss a day
because of snow or other weather problems, we will adjust the schedule as we go. In
some cases, it may be necessary to cancel or postpone scheduled activities. Should we

miss class during the scheduled presentations at the end of the semester, an alternative
time will be agreed upon so that students may offer their presentations.
WIKIPEDIA AND OTHER ONLINE RESOURCES
Wikipedia and a large number of other online resources are not acceptable scholarly
secondary sources. Do not use them (unless expressly told to do so) in this or any other
college-level course.
There are acceptable online resources such as those providing peer-reviewed journal
articles: JSTOR, ProjectMUSE, ProQuest, etc. Consult with the professor to verify
that any online source you are planning to use is acceptable.
PLAGIARISM & OTHER DISHONESTY
Plagiarism represents serious academic misconduct. As per UNE guidelines,
students who steal the words or ideas of another party will be referred to the chair
of the Department of History and Philosophy (and subsequently to the dean) for
disciplinary action.
The University of New England defines plagiarism as:
a. The use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of
another person without full and clear acknowledgement; or
b. The unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged
in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.
—Student Handbook, pp. 33-34
You can learn much more by consulting the following:
http://www.une.edu/library/resguide/default.asp
If you have any questions about how to properly cite sources, please contact me.
Anybody caught cheating on an in-class exam will receive an automatic failing grade for
that exam and will be directed to the chair of the Department of History and Philosophy
(and subsequently to the dean) for further disciplinary action.

OVERALL COURSE GRADE
It is very important to understand how your grade will be assessed in this class, as well as what
the various grades actually mean. In essence, letter grades are used as shorthand for the level of
proficiency achieved in the classroom. The following criteria are in effect:

A: Student demonstrated a level of knowledge (writing, content, etc.) relevant to the
course that goes considerably beyond what is expected.
B: Student demonstrated a level of knowledge of material relevant to the course that is
beyond basic expectations.
C: Student demonstrated an acceptable level of knowledge that is in line with course
expectations.
D: Student knowledge barely meets expectations and the student will likely face
significant difficulty in more advanced history courses.
F: Student has not learned or demonstrated enough mastery of material to receive a
passing grade.
These criteria are not intended to be off-putting, but merely to make clear that simply showing
up for class, doing assignments, and talking occasionally generally earns a “C” or a “D”—not
an “A” or “B,” both of which denote a student who exceeded the basic expectations outlined in
this syllabus.
The basic grade breakdown is as follows:
Participation:
Exam #1:
Exam #2:
Research Question:
Reading List:
Research Paper:
Reflection Paper:
Oral Presentation:
Questions:

20%
20%
20%
5%
5%
15%
5%
5%
5%

The following grading scale is in effect:
A+
A
AB+
B
B-

=
=
=
=
=
=

97-100
93-96
90-92
87-89
83-86
80-82

C+
C
CD
F

=
=
=
=
=

77-79
73-76
70-72
60-69
59 and below

C

O U R S E

S

C H E D U L E

Please note that the following schedule is provisional. Changes may be made as demanded by
the weather, class progress, etc. Please watch your email for alterations/revisions.
THURSDAY, AUG. 30, 2012: INTRODUCTIONS
Today we will get to know one another while, at the same time, making certain that
everybody understands the syllabus and goals of this course.
Lecture: Introductions
Required Reading:
No Reading Assignment
TUESDAY, SEPT. 4, 2012: PRE-HISTORY, PART I
When did humans come to North America? How did they get here? What does the arrival of
these “first Americans” tell us about the earliest human groups? And, finally, how do
scholars study history before history? After the video, we will talk about these and other
related questions.
Movie: Mystery of the First Americans
Required Reading:
David J. Meltzer, “Clocking the First Americans,” Annual Review of Anthropology,
Vol. 24 (1995): 21-45
Eliot Marshall, “Pre-Clovis Sites Fight for Acceptance,” Science 291 (2 Mar. 2001):
1730-1732
“New Evidence Puts Man in North America 50,000 Years Ago,” Science Daily, 18
Nov. 2004.
THURSDAY, SEPT. 6, 2012: WHAT IS HISTORY?
On Tuesday we examined the “first Americans” and spent time talking about scholarly
methodologies. Today we need to tackle a larger question: just what exactly is history?
Does it require written sources? Is there a single “history” or are there many “histories?” Is
objectivity possible or desirable? Is history a “science?” Is science really a science?! Our
entire class period will be consumed with a consideration of these questions.

Discussion: The Nature of History
Required Reading:
S.W. Swain, “What is History?” The Journal of Philosophy, 20 (1923): 281–289
TUESDAY, SEPT. 11, 2012: NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION & CONNECTIONS
An extraordinary thing started to happen about 10,000 years ago: humans in several places
around the globe discovered that they could domestic both animals and crops. What were the
implications of this profound discovery? After a brief lecture describing the so-called
“Neolithic Revolution,” we will watch a short video which argues that developments in the
Neolithic Revolution and the early Bronze Age are of fundamental importance to our daily
lives.
Lecture: Settling Down + Connections (Movie)
Reading:
The Epic of Gilgamesh (New York and London: Penguin, 2006), 1-54
THURSDAY, SEPT. 13, 2012: EPIC OF GILGAMESH AND THE NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION
The Epic of Gilgamesh is widely believed to be the oldest complete story in existence.
Today we will talk about the Neolithic Revolution and about what clues the Epic gives us
about Mesopotamian civilization.
Discussion: Gilgamesh and the Neolithic Revolution
Reading:
Gilgamesh, 54-100
TUESDAY, SEPT. 18, 2012: B-MOBILE
From the very first, humans were restless. This fact distinguished them from other primates
and assured that they populated much of the globe in short order. Today we will talk about
the different ways that people traveled and the relationships that they formed, paying
particular attention to trade, exploration, and imperial conquest.
Lecture: Mobility from Earliest Times to 1500

Reading:
The Vineland Sagas: The Norse Discovery of America (London and New York:
Penguin, 1965), 49-105
[Please note that the latest edition of this book uses different page numbers. You must read
both the “Saga of the Greenlanders” and “Eirik the Red’s Saga.” The introduction and short
essays on Viking villages, etc. are entirely optional.]

THURSDAY, SEPT. 20, 2012: THE VIKINGS IN AMERICA
Today we will watch a PBS documentary about the Vikings. After the film, we will spend
the remainder of class talking about the Vineland Sagas and evaluating their utility as
evidence.
Reading:
Complete both of the sagas listed above; no additional reading assignment.
TUESDAY, SEPT. 25, 2012: DRINK IN HUMAN HISTORY
Over the past fifty years, historians and anthropologists have realized the extraordinary
importance of drink in human history. Some scholars argue that alcohol is the primary
reason for the Neolithic Revolution. Coffee, tea, and alcohol were essential trade items.
They were utilized for religious rituals. They provided refreshment on a daily basis and
helped to bolster social hierarchies. Today we will begin to flesh out the role of drink in
human history
Lecture: Drink!
Reading:
S.H. Katz and M. Voight, “Bread and Beer: The Early Use of Cereals in the Human
Diet,” Expedition 28/2 (1987): 23–34
THURSDAY, SEPT. 27, 2012: SO, DOES DRINK REALLY MATTER?
Today we will assess the claim that drink (whether alcoholic or not) represents one of the
primary driving forces in human history, an essential component in creating connections
between peoples and civilizations.
Discussion: Why Drink?!
Reading:
Robert J. Braidwood, Jonathan D. Sauer, et al, “Symposium: Did Man Once Live By

Beer Alone,” American Anthropologist, New Series, 55/4 (October 1953): 515526
TUESDAY, OCT. 2, 2012: PLAGUE, PART I
Bubonic plague arrived in Europe in 1347 and subsequently killed anywhere between 30%
and 60% of the European population. Naturally, there were political, social, cultural,
economic, and religious implications. Today we will discuss the “Black Death World Tour”
and its implications for European history, while also watching a PBS documentary about the
genetic legacy of the pestilence.
Reading:
William H. McNeill, Plagues and Peoples (New York: Anchor Books, 1976), 9-93
THURSDAY, OCT. 4, 2012: PLAGUE, PART II
The plague that so impacted fourteenth century Europe was hardly the only plague in world
history; there were plagues before and plagues after. William H. McNeill, one of our
foremost historians of world history, profoundly altered how historians view the past when
he published Plagues and Peoples. Today we will discuss the relationship between disease
and historical evolution. Do microbes shape history?
Reading:
William H. McNeill, Plagues and Peoples (New York: Anchor Books, 1976), 94-207
Suggested Reading:
McNeill, Plagues and Peoples, 208-295.
TUESDAY, OCT. 9, 2012: EXAM REVIEW #1
Today we will review for your first in-class examination. Before arriving in class, be
sure to use the study questions (handed-out in class last week) to prepare. The best
approach is to write-out full answers to as many of the questions as you can (even if all
the questions do not appear on the test paper, you’ll be better prepared for the multiplechoice section). In class, we will collectively construct answers to the questions of your
choice in order to arrive at potential answers. Remember that every essay question can
be answered in a variety of ways.
Reading:
No Reading Assignment

THURSDAY, OCT. 11, 2012: EXAM #1
Lecture: Exam #1
Reading:
No Reading Assignment
TUESDAY, OCT. 16, 2012: THE ORIGINS OF FAITH
Humans started to bury their dead as early as 300,000 years ago, an indication that our early
ancestors were already distinguishing between the physical and spiritual worlds. One of the
earliest civilizations, Ancient Egypt, gradually evolved its own complicated burial rituals that
were intimately tied to the whole of Egyptian life. Today we will talk about the origins of
religion, concluding with a discussion of burial traditions in ancient Egypt.
Lecture: The Development of Faith: First Burials to Ancient Egypt
Reading:
Nicolas Wade, The Faith Instinct: How Religion Evolved and Why it Endures (New
York and London: Penguin, 2010), 1-77

Research Statement is DUE.
THURSDAY, OCT. 18, 2012: “FISHIN’ FOR RELIGION”
Now that we are familiar with some of the earliest burial traditions and with what some
scholars think these traditions suggest, today we will talk about the three readings for this
week. What can we learn from burials? Is the theory that burials reveal the first religions a
fair one?
Discussion: “Fishin’ for Religion”
Reading:
Wade, Faith Instinct, 78-123
TUESDAY, OCT. 23, 2012: EASTERN RELIGIONS
The Indus Valley Civilization was one of the earliest world civilizations, had trading ties
with Mesopotamia, and ultimately helped give birth to one of the world’s great religions,
Hinduism, which in turn generated one of the other great religions, Buddhism. What do we
know about the Indus Valley Civilization? What are some of its most significant sites? How

extensive was trade? How and why did Hinduism emerge in its present form? Why and how
did Buddhism emerge from Hinduism?
Lecture: The Origins of Hinduism and Buddhism
Reading:
Bhagavad Gita (London: Penguin Books, 2003), 3-26

Research Bibliography is DUE.
THURSDAY, OCT 25, 2012: THE BHAGAVAD GITA
The Bhagvad Gita is one of the most significant Hindu religious texts and it is probably fair
to say that it reveals a great deal about Indian civilization. What does it tell us about Eastern
thought? About life on the Indian subcontinent?
Discussion: Understanding the Bhagvad Gita
Reading:
Bhagavad Gita, 27-86
TUESDAY, OCT. 30, 2012: THE RISE OF MONOTHEISM, PART I
For historians, religion cannot be a matter of faith: it must be a topic for careful and critical
study, just like any other aspect of the human experience. As a result, historical scholarship
often challenges widely accepted beliefs and ideas, sometimes prompting heated debate.
Recently, Biblical scholars reached a startling conclusion about the Hebrew Scriptures that
holds that they were written later than originally thought and which suggests that they were
designed to meet complicated political and religious challenges. Today we will examine how
scholars explain the origin of this religion.
Lecture: Judaism
Reading:
Wade, Faith Instinct, p. 124-143
THURSDAY, NOV. 1, 2012: THE RISE OF MONOTHEISM, PART II
Religion is always one of the most controversial and vexing topics that historians can
explore. Today we will discuss the theories covered in the readings/lecture.

Reading:
Wade, Faith Instinct, pp. 144-191, 276-285
TUESDAY, NOV. 6, 2012: CHINA, RELIGION, AND POLITICAL DISCOURSE
China, one of the oldest civilizations, has a long and illustrious history. After many
millennia as a collection of disparate groups, Emperor Qin Shi Huang (259-221 B.C.E.), also
known as First Emperor, unified the largest country in South Asia in 221 B.C.E. Today we
will discuss his successes, failures, and legacy.
Lecture: First Emperor and the Unification of China
Reading:
Cook, History of the Human Race, 175-204
Sima Qian, "The Legalist Policies of the Qin"
Available online:
http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/core9/phalsall/texts/ssuma2.html.
Han Fei-Tzu, "Legalist Views on Good Government"
Available online at:
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_1/han
feitzu.html.
THURSDAY, NOV. 8, 2012: DEBATING CHINESE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
Confucius (551-479 B.C.E.) was a moral philosopher who sought to develop an approach to
life and politics that would improve government and lead people toward happy and
rewarding lives. The resulting philosophy/religion continues to play a profound role in dayto-day Chinese life. Today we will begin by examining Confucian thought and will then
explore the debate between Confucian and Legalist political organization.
Reading:
Confucius, The Analects, pp. 1-12. Available online at:
http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/core9/phalsall/texts/analects.txt.

OPTIONAL Rough Draft is DUE.
TUESDAY, NOV. 13, 2012: EXAM REVIEW, #2
Lecture: Exam Review #2

Reading: No Reading Assignment
THURSDAY, NOV. 15, 2012: EXAM #2
Lecture: Exam #2
Reading: No Reading Assignment
TUESDAY, NOV. 20, 2012: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS (NO ASSIGNED READING)

Presentation Questions Due
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY, NOVEMBER 21-25
NO CLASSES
TUESDAY, NOV. 27, 2012: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS (NO ASSIGNED READING)

Presentation Questions Due
THURSDAY, NOV. 29, 2012: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS (NO ASSIGNED READING)

Presentation Questions Due
TUESDAY, DEC. 4, 2012: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS (NO ASSIGNED READING)

Presentation Questions Due
THURSDAY, DEC. 6, 2012: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS (NO ASSIGNED READING)

Presentation Questions Due
Research Paper is DUE
NOTE THAT YOUR REFLECTION PAPER IS DUE AT NOON ON THE DAY
SCHEDULED FOR OUR FINAL EXAM. WE WILL ALL LEARN THE DATE
LATER IN THE SEMESTER WHEN THE FINALS SCHEDULE IS POSTED.

