
FROM THE GREEKS TO THE RENAISSANCE
H i s t o r y  2 3 0 :  E u r o p e  t o  1 5 0 0

This class meets in Decary 212 on 
T/Th from 9:30-10:50

Professor: Eric G.E. Zuelow 
Office: Marcil 204 
Phone: 602-2310 

Email: ezuelow@une.edu 
Office Hours: T/Th 11-11:30 &

M 3:30-4:30 (or by appointment)

Now  that the  European Union is  a major player on the  world  stage, 
the  idea of “Europe” is  hotly  debated.  Does  a  European culture exist?  
A European identity? Should historians  seek  to  explore Europe  as  a 
single  unit or should we  examine  history using either a more regional 
approach or a more global one?

This  course  traces  the  rise of “Europe” and  “European culture” while 
keeping in mind contemporary debates  about what this  means.  
Starting with  the rise  of  poleis following the  Greek  “Dark Ages”  and 
extending through the  Renaissance,  we  will address  the intellectual, 
cultural, political,  social,  and  economic developments  that shaped 
what is  generally  referred to  as  “European  history.”   Topics  will 
include,  among others, Greek  society  and culture,  the  Roman Republic 
and Empire, the  rise  of kingdoms  in the  West,  the Carolingian 
Renaissance, and life in the High Middle Ages. (3 credits)

Fall 
2012
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REQUIRED TEXTS 
 

Desiderius Erasmus, Praise of Folly (London and New York: Penguin Books, 
1971) 

 
Einhard and Notker the Stammerer, Two Lives of Charlemagne (New York and 

London: Penguin, 1969) 
 
Plutarch, The Life of Alexander the Great (New York: Modern Library, 2004) 
 
The Song of Roland (New York and London: Penguin Classics, 1957) 
 
Charles Freeman, The Greek Achievement: The Foundation of the Western World 

(London and New York: Penguin Books, 1999) 
 
Jacques Le Goff, The Birth of Europe: 400-1500 (Oxford: Blackwell, 2006) 
 
Additional readings are available for download, either directly from websites 

listed in the course schedule or from the relevant section of Blackboard 9.1. 
 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS 
 
The following text offers extensive advice about how to succeed in history courses—

including information about how to write papers, how to take notes, how best to 
study, and how to properly cite sources. I strongly advise you to purchase a copy and 
to keep it on hand throughout your tenure in history courses here at UNE. 

 
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, Sixth Edition (New 

York and London: Bedford/St. Martin’s) 
 

COURSE GOALS 
 

History 230 is classified as an Explorations (EXP) course. EXP courses introduce a 
humanities or social science discipline as a way of knowing. By exploring a topic, 
issue, or theme within the framework of a particular discipline, EXP courses provide 
an introduction to the assumptions, methods, and terminology of that discipline.  In 
EXP courses, which encourage active learning, students acquire knowledge, develop 
skillful thinking, expand their expressive capabilities, and connect this learning to 
their broader experience. 
 
With these criteria in mind, this course has three primary goals.  Over the course of 
the semester, you will: 
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1. Gain an understanding of important developments in European history 
between the Greek Archaic period and the Renaissance; 

 
2. Improve your ability to understand arguments presented in both written and 

oral formats, while at the same time improving your ability to present your 
own arguments in these ways; 

 
3. Gain a basic understanding of how historians think and make arguments while 

learning how to “think historically” yourself. 
 

You will be asked to take three exams, complete a term paper, participate in 
discussions, and carefully read a variety of articles, essays, and books. You should 
always come prepared to listen, talk, and take notes. Feel free to ask questions as they 
occur to you. [Please notice the brief explanation of what each assignment outlined in 
this syllabus is designed to accomplish relative to the above goals.] 
 
BRIEF NOTE ON WORKLOAD: This class will involve more reading than many 
of you are used to.  The reason is not far to see: historians read, they listen, and they 
write.  As a general rule, you should expect to do 2-3 hours of work outside of class 
for every hour that you spend in class.  (This rule applies to all college courses, not 
just this one—and it isn’t my rule.  You’ll find it widely repeated.)  Schedule your 
time accordingly. 
 
On this same note, while a recent study of higher education arrived at the disturbing 
finding that most undergraduates in the United States make few intellectual or other 
gains during their four years of college, students in writing/reading intensive 
programs (history, English, political science, philosophy, etc.) showed quite the 
opposite.  They learned vital skills, thought more deeply, and showed improvement in 
both written and oral communication.  The study proved that the more reading and 
writing students do, the more they will improve during their college years.  This class 
certainly embodies the format proven by this study to generate the most positive 
learning outcomes possible.  If you engage the material, you can expect to learn a 
tremendous amount! 

 
DISCUSSIONS 

 
Discussions are fun but they are also of major importance to your success in the 
course. These sessions are vital because they give you an opportunity to gain a deeper 
understanding of the subject material, to try out your ideas by discussing them with 
the group in a non-stressful setting, and to develop your critical thinking skills. In 
short, you will not get everything you can out of this class unless you are ready to 
take a few intellectual risks.  DO NOT BE SHY! You are not being judged.  

 
TERM PAPER 

 
When do you think Europe emerged? How should we conceive of “Europe?”  Why?  
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This paper calls for you to explore ideas contained in the lectures and secondary 
readings completed this semester.  In other words, the ONLY sources that you will 
use are the lectures, Charles Freeman’s The Greek Achievement, and Jacques Le 
Goff’s The Birth of Europe.  In general, Freeman feels that the Greeks laid the 
foundations for European civilization and Le Goff places considerable importance on 
the Middle Ages.  The lectures provide information that might be used in a variety of 
ways to support either argument, or neither. What do YOU think?     
 
Carefully develop an argument based on the information contained in the sources 
listed above to support your case.   
 
Your essay should be 5-7 pages, double-spaced.  Use 12-point Times-New Roman 
font and 1-inch margins on all sides.  Include a title page that contains your paper title 
and your name.  The title page is not included in the page requirement.  This paper is 
worth 25% of your overall course grade.   
 
To successfully complete this assignment, you should: 
 
1) Decide upon a thesis that will appear very early in your essay.  Be clear about 

how you will support your thesis and tell your reader how you will do so. 
 

2) Think about strategies for successfully proving your argument.  Think about it as 
if you are constructing a building.  First you must lay a foundation.  Next you 
need to build a support structure.  Finally you can put on siding and a roof.  Your 
argument should proceed in a similarly orderly fashion.   

 
3) Carefully cite any quotations or ideas that are not your own.  You will only use 

lectures or the two readings listed above, so your first citation will follow one of 
the following two formats: 

 
a. BOOK: Jacques Le Goff, The Birth of Europe (Oxford: Blackwell 

Publishing, 2007), p. #. 
 

b. LECTURE: Eric G.E. Zuelow, “The Black Death.” Class lecture, 
University of New England, Biddeford, ME, November 15, 2012. 

 
Subsequent references should use the “short-reference” format: 
 

a. Le Goff, Birth of Europe, p. # 
 

b. Zuelow, “Black Death,” Nov. 15, 2012. 
 

Note #1: If you cite the same source back to back, the second reference may read: 
Ibid, p.#.  (I will not require that you use Ibid.) 
 
Note #2: Each time you cite a different lecture or reading for the first time you 
must use the full-citation format listed above. 
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Note #3: A failure to cite sources will result in a failing grade or worse (see 
plagiarism policy).  A failure to use the citation style listed above will result in an 
automatic 10-point grade reduction. 

 
4) COPY-EDIT your work.  Seek help at the Learning Assistance Center or from a 

trusted friend.  Poorly edited work will result in a grade reduction. 
 

5) All papers are due on December 6. 
 

ULTIMATE GOAL: As a result of this assignment, you will improve your critical 
thinking and writing abilities.  At the same time, you will reflect carefully on the ideas 
and content discussed throughout the semester. 

 
EXAMS 

 
There will be three exams during the semester. Each mid-term will include ten (10) 
multiple-choice questions and one (1) essay; the final examination will include ten 
(10) multiple-choice questions and two (2) essays. Eighty percent of each exam grade 
will be based on the essay portion of the test. 

As the first exam approaches, we will talk in detail about how to succeed on an essay 
examination. In a nutshell, successful essay writing requires that you develop a clear 
and defensible thesis, defend your thesis using accurate evidence drawn from 
lectures/readings, and ultimately that you prove that your thesis is correct. Thus, your 
essays should contain three parts: 

1. You should begin with a short introductory paragraph that succinctly 
summarizes the issue with which you will be dealing (the question), states 
your 1-2 sentence answer to that question (thesis), and outlines how you 
will more thoroughly argue your position; 

 
2. Next, include several paragraphs (usually 3-5 for an essay such as this) 

that carefully present information (evidence) from the lectures and 
readings to “prove” that your thesis is defensible. Be sure to explain why 
the evidence that you provide is relevant; 

 
3. Finish off with a concise conclusion that summarizes your argument, 

reiterates some of the evidence that you have discussed thoroughly in the 
body of the essay, and re-states your thesis. The conclusion is your last 
opportunity to drive home your main point and to convince the reader that 
your answer is viable. 

 
As you write your exam essays, remember that your job is both to answer the 
question and to effectively utilize evidence to prove your point. If you do both of 
these successfully, you will do very well on the three tests.  
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ULTIMATE GOAL: As a result of these exams, you will improve your critical 
thinking and writing skills.  Exams are never simply about regurgitating information; 
they are about using facts to make arguments.  Consequently, exams provide a vital 
opportunity to deepen your understanding of the historical material that we read 
about and discuss in class. 

 
PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE 

 
Your attendance and participation are vital for success in this course.  You cannot 
learn, nor can you contribute to the group’s progress, if you are absent.   I will keep 
track of both who attends regularly and of who participates in discussion.  
Participation is worth 15% of your overall grade. 
 
ULTIMATE GOAL: As a result of this assignment, you will improve your critical 
thinking and oral communication skills, while deepening your understanding of both 
history as a discipline and of the historical material that we explore in lectures and 
readings. 
 

EXTRA CREDIT 
 

There will be several opportunities to earn extra credit during the course of the 
semester.  Your professor will let you know about these in class, so be sure to pay 
attention.   
 
It is possible to alert you about three such opportunities at this time.  Two points (per 
lecture) are available to students who both attend the Core Connections lectures (at 
noon in the St. Francis Room on September 12 and November 30) and write a short 
1-2 page response paper that both summarizes the talk and explains your reaction to 
it. 
 
You may also earn two points for attending (and writing a short response paper about) 
a performance of Macbeth that will take place at the Biddeford City Theatre on 
September 21st and 22nd (time to be determined). 

 
OTHER POLICIES 

 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

• All papers must be handed in on the day that they are due.  This must 
be done IN CLASS.  No late papers will be accepted. 

• Papers will not be accepted electronically unless otherwise specified. 
 

Having said this, if an unforeseen and serious problem arises, please contact me 
and we will work something out. Please be prepared to provide a doctor’s note, 
obituary, or other paperwork as needed. 
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CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONICS 
 

Cellular phones, MP3 players, and other electronic devices (excluding laptops) 
are distracting to others and are therefore not acceptable in the classroom.  TURN 
OFF YOUR PHONES WHEN YOU ENTER THE CLASSROOM.  If it becomes a 
problem, I will confiscate offending devices until the end of the class period.   
 
If you would like to take notes on a laptop, please feel free to do so. This said, any 
student seen using their computer for tasks unrelated to this course will be asked 
to leave and will not be permitted to use a computer during subsequent class 
meetings. 

 
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS 
 

Students who require special accommodations for any disability should provide 
the professor with relevant documentation from the Disability Services Office 
(DSO) at the start of the semester.  Every effort will be made to provide these 
students with additional time for exams, special testing facilities, or any other 
assistance prescribed by the DSO.   

 
WEATHER/SNOW DAYS 
 

To paraphrase a popular saying/bumper sticker: “Snow Happens.”  Should we 
miss a day because of snow or other weather problems, we will adjust the 
schedule as we go.  In some cases, it may be necessary to cancel or postpone 
scheduled activities.  

 
WIKIPEDIA AND OTHER ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

Wikipedia and a large number of other online resources are not acceptable 
scholarly secondary sources.  Do not use them (unless expressly told to do so) in 
this or any other college-level course.   
 
There are acceptable online resources such as those providing peer-reviewed 
journal articles: JSTOR, ProjectMUSE, ProQuest, etc.  Consult with the 
professor to verify that any online source you are planning to use is 
acceptable. 

 
PLAGIARISM & OTHER DISHONESTY 
 

Plagiarism represents serious academic misconduct.  As per UNE guidelines, 
students who steal the words or ideas of another party will be referred to the 
chair of the Department of History and Philosophy for disciplinary action.   

The University of New England defines plagiarism as: 
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a. The use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished 
work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement; or 

b. The unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency 
engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.  

        —Student Handbook, pp. 33-34 

You can learn much more by consulting the following:  

http://www.une.edu/library/resguide/default.asp 

If you have any questions about how to properly cite sources, please contact me.   
 
Anybody caught cheating on an in-class exam will receive an automatic failing 
grade for that exam and will be directed to the chair of the Department of History 
and Philosophy (and subsequently to the dean) for further disciplinary action. 
 

OVERALL COURSE GRADE 
 
It is very important to understand how your grade will be assessed in this class, as well 
as what the various grades actually mean.  In essence, letter grades are used as shorthand 
for the level of proficiency achieved in the classroom.  The following criteria are in 
effect: 
 

A: Student demonstrated a level of knowledge (writing, content, etc.) relevant to 
the course that goes considerably beyond what is expected.  

 
B: Student demonstrated a level of knowledge of material relevant to the course 

that is beyond basic expectations.   
 
C: Student demonstrated an acceptable level of knowledge that is in line with 

course expectations.   
 
D: Student knowledge barely meets expectations and the student will likely face 

significant difficulty in more advanced history courses. 
 
F: Student has not learned or demonstrated enough mastery of material to receive 

a passing grade. 
 
These criteria are not intended to be off-putting, but merely to make clear that simply 
showing up for class, doing assignments, and talking occasionally generally earns a “C” 
or a “D”—not an “A” or “B,” both of which denote a student who exceeded the basic 
expectations outlined in this syllabus.   
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GRADING OPTIONS [IMPORTANT!] 
 
Before the final exam you will be handed a sheet that lists five grading options.  Each 
option allows you to raise or lower the value of the respective test grades.  So, for 
example, if you do not perform as well as you would like on the first mid-term, you will 
have the ability to lower its value relative to the other two test grades.  Regardless of the 
option you choose, the combined test grades equal 60% of the overall course grade.   
 
The basic grade breakdown is as follows: 

 
Exams (combined): 60% (see above) 
Term Paper: 25%  
Participation: 15% 

 
The following grading scale is in effect: 
 

A+   =     97-100 
A  =   93-96  
A-  =   90-92 
B+  =   87-89 
B  =   83-86 
B-  =   80-82 
C+  =   77-79 
C  =   73-76 
C-  =   70-72 
D  =   60-69 
F  =   59 and below 

 

 
Please note that the following schedule is provisional.  Changes may be made as demanded by 
the weather, class progress, etc.  Please watch your email for alterations/revisions.   
 

THURSDAY, AUG. 30, 2012 
  

Today we will get to know one another, make sure that everybody understands course 
expectations and requirements, and take a few minutes to discuss the nature of historical 
study. 

 
Lecture: Introductions 
 
Required Reading:  
 

S.W. Swain, “What is History?” The Journal of Philosophy, 20 (1923): pp. 281–289.  

C O U R S E  S C H E D U L E  
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TUESDAY, SEPT. 4, 2012 

 
The Archaic period (800-500 B.C.E.) is arguably the most important in Greek history 
because it was during this period that the polis emerged as the defining political and social 
structure of the Greek world.  Today we will examine how demographic change, growing 
trade, and military innovation helped determine the shape of Classical Greece. 

 
Lecture: Rise of the Polis 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Charles Freeman, The Greek Achievement (London and New York: Penguin, 2000), 
pp. ix-42 

 
Suggested Reading:  
 

Homer, The Iliad, Books I.   
Available online at: http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/iliad.html. 

 
THURSDAY, SEPT. 6, 2012 

 
Athens was a democracy but democratic rights were not distributed equally.  Women were 
totally excluded.  Almost every family owned slaves.  Those born outside of Athens were 
excluded from owning property and were considered inferior to native-born Athenian males.  
Athenian democracy required the acquisition of a massive naval empire and the conquest of 
neighboring poleis.  Today we will discuss the realities of life in Classical Athens.  

 
Lecture: Life in Athens 
 
Required Reading:  

 
Freeman, Greek Achievement, pp. 43-88 
 

Suggested Reading:  
 
Freeman, Greek Achievement, pp. 115-148, 285-302 

 
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian Wars, Book 2   

Available online at: http://classics.mit.edu/Thucydides/pelopwar.2.second.html. 
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TUESDAY, SEPT. 11, 2012 

 
Many scholars argue that Europe owes much of its cultural heritage, especially in terms of 
philosophy, drama, science, and art to Classical Greece.  Today we will consider some of the 
most influential Greek thinkers and artists.   

 
Lecture: Classical Greek Culture 
 
Required Reading:  

 
Freeman, Greek Achievement, pp. 89-114, 149-170 
 

Suggested Reading:  
 
Freeman, Greek Achievement, pp. 241-284 
 
Plato, The Republic, Book VII.   

Available online at: http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.8.vii.html. 
 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 13, 2012 
 

Today we will play a game, “Defending Your Evidence,” that is designed to help you further 
hone your ability to make and assess arguments.  This game concludes the series of chats that 
we have had over the past several days about history, arguments, and evidence. It should help 
prepare you for our discussion of Freeman’s book as well as the up-coming papers and 
exams.   

 
TUESDAY, SEPT. 18, 2012 

 
Today we will undertake the first of our class-length group discussions.  We will examine 
material from the first half of Charles Freeman’s The Greek Achievement.  Our particular 
focus will involve asking how significant the developments that he describes were for the 
birth of European culture.   

 
Required Reading:  
 

Freeman, Greek Achievement, pp. 171-191, 215-240 
 
Suggested Reading:  

  
Freeman, Greek Achievement, pp. 192-214 
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THURSDAY, SEPT. 20, 2012 

 
The Roman Republic started life as just another city-state, a small kingdom in what is today 
Italy, but grew to become the largest empire of the ancient world.  Today we will trace the 
rise of the Republic. 

 
Lecture: Rise of the Roman Republic 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Freeman, Greek Achievement, pp. 303-323 
 
Plutarch, The Life of Alexander the Great (New York: Modern Library, 2004), pp. 1-

32 
 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 25, 2012 
 

Lecture: Exam Review I 
 
Required Reading:  
 

No Reading Assignment 
 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 27, 2012 
 

Lecture: Exam I 
 
Required Reading:  
 

No Reading Assignment 
 

TUESDAY, OCT. 2, 2012 
 

The Republican government that controlled Rome until the death of Julius Caesar went into 
decline as a result of political intrigue, corruption, and other factors.  Today we will trace the 
demise of the Republic and the rise of the Empire. 
 

Lecture: Collapse of the Roman Republic 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Freeman, Greek Achievement, pp. 324-340 
 
Plutarch, Life of Alexander the Great, pp. 32-72 
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Suggested Reading:  
 

Augustus, Deeds of the Divine Augustus 
Available online at: http://classics.mit.edu/Augustus/deeds.html. 

 
Julius Caesar, The Alexandrain Wars 

Available online at: http://classics.mit.edu/Caesar/alexandrian.html. 
 

THURSDAY, OCT. 4, 2012 
 

At its height, the Roman Empire extended from North Africa to northern England, France to 
the Near East.  How was it possible to govern such a great expanse of territory?  What 
significant accomplishments were made?  
 

Lecture: Pax Romana: The Rise of an Empire 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Freeman, Greek Achievement, pp. 409-444 
 

TUESDAY, OCT. 9, 2012 
 

We will devote the entire class period to further discussion of Freeman’s Greek Achievement.  
Today’s discussion represents our last opportunity to really engage with Freeman before you 
revisit his book for your final paper.   
 

Required Reading:  
 

No new reading is required for class today. You should review your notes covering 
Freeman’s Greek Achievement.   

 
THURSDAY, OCT. 11, 2012 
 
Christianity started life as a small Jewish sect and gradually expanded to become the largest 
religion in the world.  From the time that it became the official religion of the Roman World 
(325 C.E.) to the end of our course, Christianity maintained a profoundly important role in 
cultural, social, and political life throughout most of Europe.  Today we will examine the 
initial rise of the Church, setting the stage for future developments. 
 

Lecture: The Early Christian Church 
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Required Reading:  
 

Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Chapt. XV 
Available online at: http://www.ccel.org/g/gibbon/decline/volume1/chap15.htm. 

 
TUESDAY, OCT. 16, 2012 

 
Edward Gibbon published his monumental six-volume The History of the Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire between 1776 and 1788 and his account casts a long shadow over our 
interpretation of the late Roman period.  For Gibbon, the spread of superstition fatefully 
undermined the empire and ended Roman dominance in the West.  Historians are not so sure.  
Today, scholars are hesitant to suggest that the Empire collapsed at all and they instead say 
that it simply changed form, creating the framework for future European political life.  We 
will examine both views.  
 

Lecture: Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire? 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Gibbon, Decline and Fall, Chapt. XXIX and "General Observations" 
Available online at: http://www.ccel.org/g/gibbon/decline/volume1/chap29.htm 

and at http://www.ccel.org/g/gibbon/decline/volume1/chap39.htm. 
 

THURSDAY, OCT. 18, 2012 
 

The ascension of Constantine to power inaugurated a new phase in Roman history during 
which the center of Roman power shifted from Rome to Constantinople.  The Byzantine 
Empire, in turn, kept Greek/Roman culture alive, protected Western Europe from fearsome 
invaders from central Asia, and generated legal and religious frameworks that continue to be 
important.  Today we will survey the rise of Byzantium, the development of the Orthodox 
Church, and the major accomplishments of the Eastern Roman Empire. 
 

Lecture: The Rise of Byzantium 
 

Required Reading:  
 

Jacques Le Goff, The Birth of Europe (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2007), pp. 1-28 
 

Suggested Reading:  
 
Gibbon, Decline and Fall, Chapt. XVII 

Available online at: http://www.ccel.org/g/gibbon/decline/volume1/chap17.htm. 
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TUESDAY, OCT. 23, 2012 

 
While the Eastern Roman Empire kept Roman culture alive in the East, Western Europe 
grew into a collection of smaller kingdoms—many of which later formed the basis of modern 
European states.  Today we will discuss the evolution of some of these tribal groups. 
 

Lecture: The Western Barbarian Tribes 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Le Goff, Birth of Europe, pp. 29-39 
 

Suggested Reading:  
 
Gibbon, Decline and Fall, Chapt XXXVIII 

Available online at: http://www.ccel.org/g/gibbon/decline/volume1/chap38.htm. 
 

THURSDAY, OCT. 25, 2012 
 

Charlemagne and the Carolingian family exerted a profound influence on European history 
by creating a vast Christian empire in Europe.  Today we will trace the rise of the 
Carolingians while also taking note of some of their most significant accomplishments. 

 
Lecture: Charlemagne and the Carolingians 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Einhard and Notker the Stammerer, Two Lives of Charlemagne (New York and 
London: Penguin, 1969), pp. 93-134 

 
TUESDAY, OCT. 30, 2012 

 
Lecture: Exam Review II 
 
Required Reading:  

 
No Reading Assignment 
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THURSDAY, NOV. 1, 2012 

 
Lecture: Exam II 
 
Required Reading:  
 

No Reading Assignment 
 

TUESDAY, NOV. 6, 2012 
 

Between 900 and 1300 C.E. the population of Europe grew, new states emerged, and 
Europeans engaged in a series of attacks upon the Muslim world.  As a result, life in Europe 
underwent profound transformations.  Today we will discuss these developments.  
 

Lecture: The Expansion of Europe 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Einhard and Notker, Two Lives, pp. 135-172 
 
Le Goff, Birth of Europe, pp. 40-48 

 
THURSDAY, NOV. 8, 2012 

 
Today we will hold our first full-class discussion of Jacque Le Goff’s The Birth of Europe. 

 
Required Reading: 

 
Le Goff, Birth of Europe, pp. 49-98 

 
TUESDAY, NOV. 13, 2012 
 
Early medieval European society was loosely divided into three groups—those who fought, 
those who prayed, and those who worked.  Today we will take a look at each group to gain 
an insight into the nature of European society during the High Middle Ages. 

 
Lecture: The Chivalrous Society 

 
Required Reading:  
 

The Song of Roland (New York and London: Penguin Classics, 1957), pp. 51-101 
 
Le Goff, Birth of Europe, pp. 99-121 
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THURSDAY, NOV. 15, 2012 
 

Although Europe was overwhelmingly Christian and while the Roman Church exerted a 
profound influence on virtually every kingdom and nascent state, the reality is that European 
political culture varied greatly.  Today we will look at some of the political structures that 
developed across Europe. 
 

Lecture: Medieval States 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Song of Roland, pp. 102-203 
 

TUESDAY, NOV. 20, 2012 
 

The fourteenth century was one of crisis: religious, military, economic, and social.  The 
Hundred Years War, the Great Schism, and the Plague all presented profound moments of 
upheaval.  Today we will explore some of these crises in order to establish the roots of the 
Renaissance. 

 
Lecture: The Crisis of Renaissance Europe 
 
Required Reading:  
 

Le Goff, Birth of Europe, pp. 144-174  
 
Desiderius Erasmus, Praise of Folly (London and New York: Penguin Books, 1971), 

pp. 3-45 
 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY, NOVEMBER 21-25 
NO CLASSES 

 
TUESDAY, NOV. 27, 2012 

 
The Renaissance started when a handful of intellectuals took a growing interest in the 
Classical past, expanded when economic prosperity fueled an extraordinary outpouring of 
artistic, literary, and philosophical work, and ultimately spread to help establish a fruitful 
seedbed from which the Reformation would grow.  Today we will discuss the first two stages 
in this process, taking careful note of the development of “civic humanism” and paying 
attention to the contributions of the Medici family. 
 

Lecture: The Renaissance 
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Required Reading:  
 

Le Goff, Birth of Europe, pp. 174-202 
 
Erasmus, Praise of Folly, pp. 45-83 

 
THURSDAY, NOV. 29, 2012 

 
We will hold our final discussion today, focusing on both Le Goff and Erasmus.  Be sure to 
review your notes covering the whole of Le Goff in preparation for class. 

 
Required Reading 

 
Erasmus, Praise, pp. 83-134 

 
TUESDAY, DEC. 4, 2012 

 
With our final examination looming, we will embark on two days of review.  On this first 
day, our task will be to face the 2012 European History to 1500 Trivia Challenge.  This will 
be a fun day, but there’s also a fair bit of thinking to be done.  Be ready to keep up the side! 

 
Activity: Exam Review II, Part I 
 
Reading:  

 
No Reading Assignment 

 
THURSDAY, DEC. 6, 2012 

 
Our second day of review will mirror the mid-term exam review days, focusing on potential 
essay questions. 
 

Activity: Exam Review II, Part II 
 
Reading:  

 
No Reading Assignment 

 
Term Paper DUE in class 

 
The date, time, and place of our final examination will be published by the Registrar’s 

Office later in the semester. 


